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** The Berks Group of the Stam Clabhasa Stake in me Yucea Mountain Reposmrymaner sincc

- over 1,000 casks of high level mixlear waste would be transported over arail line that pasaes E
' thrcmgh Rcadmg and bcslde the ‘%chuylkﬂl River in Berks Cmmty, PA.~ '

Lo Today Iwas mt:ﬁed of the pubhr:. heamlg m North Las Vegm schedulcd foy - tﬂmormw 'Ihc
+ " Berks Group of the Sicrra Club suppurts Nevada residents who object ww (he prosedws for this
" hearing amd We are ragxstemg our nbjemng in the mander thcy have rccomendcd. .

. What' 8 m0re, Iamanatwe ofLas chasmdasacurrcnt owncr ofpropertymlasVegasand
oo clscwhcrc mn Clark County, Ipersonally ob_]cct to. t]ns procedure. -

L Thé Bérks Gmup of the Sierra Club object tn fie lack of ptopm reasomble notlce and
. opportunity for hearmg on the the DOE’s site recommmdanon of Yucca Mountain for a nanonal‘
~ high level muclear waste repository. Dn August 21, 2001, with less thm 30 days for any
- interested person to-read the DOE’s more than 370 page long techmcal report, “Yucca Mountain © -
. Preliminary Site Suitability Evaluation,” your agency anmonuczd it was holdisg P ublic hearmgs ‘
- ... on the site recoremendation of Yucca Mountain in Nevada between September 5 and 13™. Not -

"+ . only aie these hearings pnmdnd with totally madequar.e notice, but, for persons whow:]lbe '
affected by the requisite transportation-of high level riuclear waste through fheir hometowns via
rail and road, your agency has pmvndcd no epportinity to comment on the suitability of the
recammmdatmn A few meetings in Nevada does not come close to providing an qppomuuty
for public- heating on a project of this magnitude and immense potential danger to thoss o~ -

“transportation routcs throughout the country. In addition, it is plain that the notice You provided
- . was defective not-only for being absurdly short notice; but for providing notice 0 meet ata . :
- place, canc.e.lhng that site, then providing another site with an iricorrect address. Moreaver, your’
© . apency pm’uded ﬂ\atﬁnalmhce of the meeting at the wrang address on August 31° the .
. -begmnmg of the long Labor Day weekend, less than ﬁve days to the meelmg mcludmg the -
- ‘mtervemng weekend :md hchda} -
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Finally, it is plain from the notices your agency published in the Federal Register on August 21,
27 and 31, that the public is not clearly placed on notice that these are public hearingz on your
agency’s decision to recommend Yucca Mountain as the site for a national high level nuclear
waste repository. Persons reading the notice are given the impression that these are merely
hearings on the preliminary site suitability evaluation, Even then, your provision of Igss than 30
days notice from the availability of the 370 page evaluation and the fow hearings in Nevada
make it impossible for ordinary citizoms to have any meaningful participation in such meetings,
The notice was absurdly short even to arrange one’s scheduls to attend, too far away from most
persons who are interested due to being on the high level nuclear waste transportation routes, too
litile time to acquire and assimilate the substance of the 370 page evaluation. of the site and '
completely defective due to the errors mentioned above.

There is no doubt that, no matter what provisions may be in the Nuclear Waste Policy Act, the
United States Constitution’s Fifth Amendment protections require that persons such s ourselves
and affected Nevadans must have at least reasonable notice and an opportunity to be heard on a
decision such as this one, a decision with vast repercussions and grave potential dangers, Your
agency’s actions in this regard have not come even closs to mecting the most minimat
constitutional protections of citizens’ rights to due process in this mstance. We are certain you
have violated our sights and thuse of the cittzens of Nevada. '

We call on you to reschedule these hearings with adequate notice and a meaningful

to be heard by all persons who will he affested by your agency’s recommendation of Yugea
Mountain as the national high level waste repository.

Sincerely,
Phila Back
Chairwoman

cc; Lake Barreil, Adting Director, Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management
Caro! Hanlon, U.S. DOE



